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Call to Order and Flag Salute at 3:30 pm by Mayor Serio. 

 

Council in Attendance:  Serio, Carmean, Bunting, Smallwood, Tingle, Langan and Weistling 

Absent: None 

 

President’s Report 

• Mayor Serio reported that the State of Delaware has enacted new regulations regarding the disposal of yard 

waste. Until the Town has had an opportunity to discuss pick up with its contracted trash hauler, Mrs. Serio 

suggested that property owners should either store the waste in a safe location or contact the trash hauler for a 

special pick up. There is a fee for the special pick up that is charged directly to the property owner. 

• The Parks and Recreation Task Force will meet in mid-January/February to begin planning uses for the parkland 

on West Cannon Street. 

 

Topics for Discussion and Possible Action 

a. Resolution #49-2010 Arbor Day 2011 – Council Member Carmean 

Council Member Carmean read into the record the text of Resolution #49-201 Arbor Day 2011 (copy attached to 

these minutes). 

Motion to adopt Resolution #49-2010 – Council Member Tingle 

Second - Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Carmean advised that this resolution is to be included in the Town’s application for Re-certification 

as a Tree City USA. Mrs. Carmean noted that the Town had acquired “Tree City USA” signs and asked the status of 

their posting. Town Manager Abbott will look into the matter. 

Vote: All in Favor (7-0) 

 Resolution #49-2010 passed 

 

b. Resolution #50-2010 Budget Amendment – Ambulance Service Fee – Council Member Bunting 

Council Member Bunting read into the record the text of Resolution #50-2010 Amending the Town Budget (copy 

attached to these minutes).  

Motion to adopt Resolution #50-2010 – Council Member Smallwood 

Second – Council Member Bunting 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Bunting advised that the ambulance service will require an additional vehicle within the next year or 

two. The service has requested an increase of $7 in order to plan for the purchase. Since the Town’s budget and tax 

cycle does not run concurrent with the ambulance service budget, the Town is $1 per subscriber behind the other 

three participants and will need to increase the fee this year by $8 and $1 each year until it reaches a $10 cap. The 

ambulance service’s intention is to retain the oldest vehicle as a backup. Mayor Serio advised that the four 

communities (Bethany Beach, South Bethany, Sea Colony and Fenwick Island) that participate in the service meet 

quarterly to review the service needs. This request is a result of a thorough review of finances and future needs. The 

primary objective in establishing the service was to create an affordable ambulance service. At that time, 

replacement vehicles were not a part of the discussion; however, it was agreed that a fund for this purpose would be 

set up when needed. Council Member Bunting noted that most ambulance service fees are approximately $50 per 

annum and that the current service, even with the increase, will still be less than most. Council Member Carmean 

advised that she would not vote yes for this amendment; Mrs. Carmean wants to see a printed itemization of all the 

figures used to arrive at this figure. Mayor Serio advised that the figures are available and will make certain that Mrs. 

Carmean receives a copy.  

Vote: (6-1) Council Member Carmean voting no 

Resolution #50-2010 passed 

 

c. Sidewalks – Mayor Serio 

Mayor Serio reported that Council met on December 8, 2010 with Landmark Engineering regarding what the Town 

expects and their plan to complete the project. Landmark representatives did a visual inspection of the Town and 
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compared their results with the previous plan/maps. Council will meet again with Landmark Engineering in January 

2011 to review their suggestions and to express Town concerns. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of October 22, 2010 Meeting - Council Member Carmean 

Second: Council Member Weistling 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling requested that the discussion of trash receptacles be amended as follows: 

Council Member Weistling added that the 30-gallon (small) 44-gallon at $1,000 was ordered.  

Vote to approve minutes as amended: 6-0-1. Council Member Langan abstaining as he was not present at the meeting 

Minutes Approved 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Council Member Bunting noted that the financial report is included in the council meeting packet. Building Permit fees are 

down but Transfer Tax is up leaving the budget on track with the previous year. 

Motion to Accept the Treasurer’s Report - Council Member Langan 

Second - Council Member Smallwood 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Carmean requested an explanation of the Bonfire figures; Council Member Bunting advised that the 

figure is negative due to the refunding process. It appears to be a loss but, in actuality, is not. 

Vote: All in favor (7-0) 

Treasurer’s Report accepted. 

 

Town Manager Report: 

• Town Manager Abbott advised that the Town has established a dedicated street fund 

• CDs from the Realty Transfer Reserve Fund matured and have been moved to a different bank 

• He has reviewed the Draft of Sussex County Emergency Management update 

 

Department Reports: 

• Building Official – Pat Schuchman noted that her report is included in the council packet. She added that she 

attended a FEMA Region 3 Class and learned of possible changes to their zoning. A preliminary analysis will be 

available in January 2012. Outreach meetings will be held in the coming year. 

• Public Works: Mr. Abbott noted that the report is included in the council packet. 

•  Fenwick Island Police Department: Chief of Police Boyden noted that his department report in the Council packet.  

 

Committee Reports: 

• Beach Committee –Council Member Smallwood noted that the Fenwick Freeze is scheduled for January 1.  

• Environmental Committee –Council Member Carmean advised that there was no meeting in November. The next 

meeting is scheduled for January 20, 2011. 

• Public Safety Building – Council Member Langan advised that the Town is still in the process of collecting pricing 

options. It will most likely be a one-story building; Council Member Weistling added that the building will be designed 

to allow the addition of a second story if needed in the future. Council Member Langan noted that the building will 

most likely be able to use pilings and expects to receive plans for both stick-built and modular designs from which 

council can choose. 

 

 Planning Commission: Report is in the Council packet. 

 

Charter & Ordinance: 

• Rescind Approved First Reading Chapter 140 – Streets and Sidewalks – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling advised that the Charter and Ordinance Committee requests that Council rescind the First 

Reading passed on October 22, 2010 in favor of a rewrite to be introduced today. 

Motion to Rescind First Reading Chapter 140 – Streets and Sidewalks – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Carmean 
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DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that the Charter and Ordinance Committee felt that the ordinance should include 

a full listing of all streets in town instead of selected streets with east/west designations. 

Vote: 7-0 

Motion to Rescind First Reading Chapter 140- Street and Sidewalks –passed 

 

• Proposed First Reading Chapter 140 – Streets and Sidewalks – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member requested Council accept the first reading of Chapter 140 – Streets and Sidewalks (copy attached to 

these minutes). 

Motion to accept the Proposed First Reading Chapter 140- Streets and Sidewalks – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Langan 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that this change includes all named streets within the Corporate Limits of The 

Town of Fenwick Island. 

Vote: 7-0 

First Reading Chapter 140 – Streets and Sidewalks passed 

 

• Proposed Second Reading of Chapter 135 Signs – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling advised that the proposed change deletes existing Chapter 135 section on Signs in its 

entirety and replaces it with the new section (included at the end of these minutes). 

Motion to accept – Council Member Weistling 

Second - Council Member Bunting 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling noted that this change adds a definitions section and gives the Code Enforcement Officer 

more authority to enforce the removal of dangerous signs. It clarifies signs on vehicles and addresses real estate and 

“blade” banners. 

Vote: Smallwood – aye; Carmean – aye; Bunting – aye; Serio – aye; Weistling – aye; Tingle – aye; Langan - aye 

Second Reading passed 

 

• Discussion on Proceeding with Developing a New Ordinance on Parks – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Weistling advised that current zoning is Residential or Commercial. The Planning Commission, at 

Charter and Ordinance Committee request, developed a definition for “park.” The Charter and Ordinance Committee 

will introduce a change to add the definition and designate park areas on the Town map but will not do so until the 

Parks and Recreation Task Force meets. C&O is seeking Council guidance on how to proceed. 

DISCUSSION 

Mayor Serio advised that, for grant purposed, the Town should designate park land in its Zoning Ordinance. Council 

Member Weistling noted that the Task Force may want to set up guidelines (hours of operation, parking, etc) and 

Council Member Carmean added that there are currently a set of informal regulations but wants them written down. 

Mayor Serio would like smoking addressed as well. Council Members Tingle and Langan agreed that the C&O should 

wait until the Task Force meets to discuss this further. 

 

Old Business: 

Mayor Serio advised that the Town has received a legal opinion from the Town Solicitor regarding police extra duty 

and outside employment. The opinion will be reviewed by Council Members Carmean and Smallwood and Chief of 

Police Boyden. 

 

New Business – No Action to be Taken: 

None 

 

Public Participation: 

• Buzz Henifin (48 Windward Way) – asked if council could provide a definition for yard waste and that previous 

instructions indicated that it should be placed in special bags provided for a fee from the Delaware Solid Waste 

Authority. Mayor Serio advised that the Town has not received guidance from the trash hauler. 
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• Buzz Henifin – continued that he estimates the ambulance increase to property owners is 33%. He asked if 

Council could advise if further increases can be expected in the future. Mayor Serio advised that the Town’s tax 

year occurs mid-contract and will show the increase. 

• Buzz Henifin – continued by asking if the forms for the Bethany Beach Volunteer Fire Company Christmas tree 

bulbs can purchased at the event. Mayor Serio advised that they can. 

• Chuck Welch (3 W Bayard St) – asked the cost of the original two-story design for the proposed Public Safety 

Building. Council Member Weistling advised that there is no costing for the project at this time; however, the 

Town has learned that a two-story building will require a sprinkler system that will increase the overall cost of 

the project.  Mr. Welsh requested the cost of the project to date; Council Member Weistling advised that the 

Town has spent $7900 and the balance of the payment to the architectural/engineering firm is based on a 

percentage of the cost of the project. 

• Chuck Welsh – continued that he wants the town to consider a modular home from Beracah Homes and have the 

town complete the project in-house. A commercial building is more costly than a residential building and the 

Town should change its plans to use a modular home. Mayor Serio noted that the Town Solicitor advised that this 

project not be handled in-house and that the Town did not receive a bid from Beracah at the time the original 

bids were let out; anyone can bid on the next phase of the project. Council Member Weistling advised that, 

should the cost of the project come in lower than anticipated, the Town may consider a two-story structure. 

Council Member Langan added that an elevator and sprinkler system must be included in the plans for a two-

story building and that will increase the cost. 

• Mike Quinn (5 W Houston St) – asked if the ambulance service can provide a firm number of the total vehicles it 

will need and the justification for acquiring another vehicle now. Council Member Bunting advised that they 

require three vehicles. Mayor Serio noted that the lack of adequate vehicles has caused the service to pay other 

groups to do the runs that it was not able to do. Council Member Bunting advised that a third vehicle will cover 

the service while the other two vehicles are out. The Millville Ambulance Service maintains five vehicles and that 

this area may not need that many. Council Member Carmean requested an accounting of service provided. 

Mayor Serio expressed confidence in the ambulance service. 

• Buzz Henifin (48 Windward Way) – asked about the expected life span of an ambulance; Mayor Serio advised 

that the expected life of a vehicle is seven years. Council Member Bunting added that the service will establish a 

“sinking” fund to allow for contingencies. Mayor Serio noted that this is similar to that fund set up by the Town 

to cover the replacement of Fenwick Island Police Department vehicles. 

• Mike Quinn (5 W Houston St) – asked if current personnel will be adequate or if the ambulance service will need 

further staffing. Council Member Bunting advised that current staffing will be used. There will be a paramedic 

and a supervisor on the third vehicle and volunteer drivers are being trained. Mr. Quinn noted that he has seen 

more that one vehicle respond to emergency situations. Mayor Serio advised that one vehicle belongs to the 

State of Delaware Fire Marshall and is required at accidents. Council Member Bunting advised that the fire 

company often sends a vehicle to provide “muscle.”Council Member Weistling advised that he had similar 

questions and believes that the service should proceed to add a third vehicle as a replacement for the older 

vehicle. 

 

Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

Mayor Serio announced all meetings and events.  

 

Motion to Adjourn: Council Member Carmean 

Second: Council Member Langan 

All in favor to adjourn (7-0) 

Mayor Serio adjourned the meeting at 4:30PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk 

For Diane Tingle, Secretary 
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